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MONTANA 

 Just over 1 million residents  

 4th largest state 

 270 School Food Service Authorities (SFAs) 

 West: mountainous 

 East: prairie  

 Two national parks: Yellowstone, Glacier 



POSITION: SCHOOL NUTRITION SPECIALIST  

 Operate 7 programs statewide 

 Partnership with Montana Team Nutrition  

 Provide support and technical assistance 
to School Food Service Directors  

 Conduct Administrative Reviews for 
compliance  

 Host continuing education courses in the 
fall and summer  

 Advocate for school meal programs 

  



SCHOOL MEALS: NATIONWIDE CHALLENGES 

 School meals are only as good as the local school administrator wants them to be. – 
Dr. Katie Wilson  

 It’s not nutrition if kids don’t eat it. 

 How long do kids have to eat?  

 What time are meals are served? 

 The style in which meals are served: Serve or Offer vs. Serve 

 Smarter Lunchroom techniques – behavior economics. 

 Lunch perception.  



SCHOOL MEALS: MONTANA CHALLENGES 

 Small school districts  

 Staff turnover 

 Equipment needs  

 Incorrect perception of Farm to School 

 Fresh, local foods unavailable  



RURAL VS. URBAN 

 Fewer students  

 Willingness to change 

 Less buying power  

 Comprehensive programs are more widely accepted  



SCHOOL MEALS: ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGES 

 Understanding  

 Patience  

 Build Relationships 

 Professional Standards  

 Parent/Community Involvement  

 Equipment Grants  

 Harvest of the Month  

 Farm to School Leadership Team  

  

  





IMPROVE RURAL SCHOOL ACCESS TO LOCAL FOODS 

 Beef to School Project  

 Agriculture Teachers  

 School Gardens 

 Resource Education: Montana Made 
Database, Farm to Institution Database 

 Farm to School Grants 

 Equipment Grants for Small Purchases  

 Montana Cook Fresh 

  



WHAT ABOUT FOOD HUBS? 



WHAT QUESTIONS REMAIN? 

 Tracking/Reporting  

 Access 

 Distribution 



THANK YOU! 


