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• Resource for the field, one-stop policy shop 

• Started tracking legislation in 2010

• 2010-2012: tracked proposed and/or enacted bills and amendments
• 2013-present: only tracking proposed and/or enacted legislation 

• Currently 3,052 bills in the database

Legislation Database
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Legislation Database

• Types of policies: federal and state 

• Broad range of topics related to the prevention of obesity and 
diet-related diseases 

• Access to healthy food
• Breastfeeding
• Farms and gardens
• Food and beverage taxes
• Food assistance programs

• Marketing/advertising to children
• Menu and package labeling 
• Preemption 
• School nutrition and physical activity
• Weight bias



UCONN RUDD CENTER FOR FOOD POLICY & OBESITY May 15, 2018

4

Legislation Database

Search Features:
• Year 
• Jurisdiction type 

(federal or state)
• Topic
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Project Overview & 
Database Exploration
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Identify and elevate local laws that seek to 
promote access to healthy food, and 

also contribute to strong local 
economies, an improved 

environment, and health equity, with 
a focus on socially disadvantaged 

and marginalized groups.
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Food System 
Crosswalk
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What’s in the Database?

• Policies that:
• Have a connection to healthy food access; and   
• Were passed or adopted at a local level (by municipal 

government—town, city, county, local board of 
health).
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What’s not in the Database?
• Merely aspirational policies

• Examples:
• Resolutions stating a commitment to promoting healthy food access without 

requiring some kind of specific, defined, policy-related action within a defined time 
period.

• Ordinances or resolutions approving the acceptance of grants for a healthy food 
access related initiative, or honoring a person or entity for healthy food access 
related work.

• Comprehensive plans and other kinds of plans.
• Policies that establish a food policy council, or workgroup, taskforce, commission, 

or similar body, unless the body is charged with taking specific, identifiable policy 
actions within a defined time period.
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Using the Database in Policy Development
• The database may provide ideas 

for policy approaches.
• Keep in mind:

• Policy development is a multi-step 
process.

• Policy should be tailored to the 
community.

• A specific issue to consider is the 
concept of preemption. 

• Visit healthyfoodpolicyproject.org/key-
issues/preemption for more info.
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Example Search: “grocery”
• A search for the keyword “grocery” yields policies 

related to themes such as:
• Incentives
• Staple foods
• Mobile grocery
• Tax credits
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Applying Filters

• The database search functionality allows for various filters:
• State
• Jurisdiction type (county, city, town, township)
• Population size 
• Food system category (grow, process, distribute, get, 

make, surplus waste)
• Priority population?
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Priority Population Filter
• This filter identifies laws that specifically addresses socially 

disadvantaged or marginalized groups, based on the language 
of the law or based on other objective factors or key themes, 
such as:

• Children
• Immigrants
• SNAP/EBT
• Shelter residents
• Culturally appropriate foods
• Etc.
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Example Search: 
“tax” + priority population filter
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Search Record Information
• Hyperlink to the law
• Summary of the law
• Legal strategies 

• Funding, incentivizing, requiring, enabling, 
prohibiting, educating/promoting, 
exempting/deregulating

• Reach
• Limited scope vs. community wide

• Linkages
• Priority population, health, economy, 

environment
• Drafting components

• Findings, purpose, definitions, 
implementation, enforcement, evaluation 
mechanisms, funding

• Ordinance/legislative history
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Moving Forward with Policy Development
• Steps:

• Identify policy champion(s) 
• Policy drafting
• Review and refine language with 

city/county attorneys 
• Ongoing community engagement

• Other resources:
• www.racialequityalliance.org
• publichealthlawcenter.org
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Database Methodology and Implications for Research
• Identified laws through the Growing Food Connections policy database, search strings 

applied to municipal legal code libraries, and web searches. 

• Scoring Rubric—60 indicators covering:
• Background/Legal Context 
• Intensity (reach, scope, duration)
• Vision (intent, purpose, key definitions)
• Priority Populations
• Linkages (health, local economy, environmental)
• Implementation/Enforcement
• Evaluation/Performance Measures
• Food System Stage

• Each law was scored at least 3 times
• Two-person coding teams met to reach sufficient inter-coder reliability
• One or more person(s) tasked with reconciliation and quality control
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