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Early Childhood Learning Collaborative: 
Overview

Nationwide Learning Collaborative that will focus on: 

• Increasing Early Childhood professionals’ effectiveness in addressing issues in the 
area of nutrition, physical activity, child development, and childhood obesity prevention 
research, policy and practice in Early Childhood by providing a platform for 
collaboration and information sharing.

• Foster creativity and innovation in research and advocacy efforts by utilizing shared, 
objective methods to evaluate outcomes, ensuring efforts are not being duplicated, and 
encouraging collaborations on research or advocacy projects. 

• Advance knowledge-base and quality of Early Childhood research with special focus 
on low-income and racial/ethnic minority populations. 

There is an expectation for everyone to PREPARE & PARTICIPATE in the calls! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text on slide is modified from Dipti’s draft description of the LC 
Natasha and Dipti can adapt this as needed



RWJF and HER Before: Siloes 

Strengthening 
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Obesity: 

All children at a healthy 
weight by 2025
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RWJF and HER Now: The Whole Child 

Healthy Child, 
Healthy Weight



Two Key Principles

• All children need nurturing environments 
to grow up healthy

• All families should have the opportunity 
to provide those environments for their 
children



HER’s Target Population

• Prior to 2016: Children (ages 2-18) and their 
families

• Present: Pregnant women, children (ages 0-18) 
and their families 

• Emphasis on low-income and racial/ethnic 
groups most at risk of obesity will remain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
are these dates correct? 



Given this shift in focus…

We would like to propose changing the name 
and focus of this working group….

Early Care and 
Education

Early
Childhood



Framing HER’s Focus Areas

• Child-care settings 
• WIC

• Media/marketing
• Home visiting

Early childhood

• School setting: Federal Child Nutrition Programs, water access and 
safety, marketing, OST…

• Improving dietary patterns of adolescents 
• Rural communities and schools

School-age children and 
adolescents

• SNAP
• CACFP
• Nutrition Facts Labels

• Paid family leave 
• Marketing of infant/toddler food
• Minimum wage

Supportive family 
policies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Important to emphasize that these are just a few examples; this is not meant to be an inclusive list



Shift in Targeted Outcomes 

Obesity 

Obesity

Food Access/ 
Security

Diet 
Quality

Cognitive 
Dev.

School 
Readiness

Broader determinants and 
outcomes of healthy eating

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasize that all of our work will still center around healthy eating in some way. These additional bubbles represent possible new outcomes that we may also begin to look at (pending approval from RWJF). 




Emphasis on Macroenvironments

Source: Kumanyika 2017, Getting Equity into Obesity Prevention: A New Framework  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Miroenvironment = environments encountered in daily living (homes, schools, communities)
Macroenvironment = factors further upstream (societal sectors such as food and agriculture, education, medical, government, public health, or health care)

This category goes beyond what is typically included in frameworks for promoting healthy eating and physical activity but is core to efforts to address inequities. It calls for specific attention to solutions that, although not directly focused on health, have well-documented effects on health, such as mitigating poverty and improving employment options, as well as improving social and housing conditions. Anti-hunger programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), or child nutrition programs (including the Child and Adult Care Food Program) fit here because they increase food purchasing power or provide economic relief through direct food provision. Legal services could be relevant in several ways for removing discriminatory policies and advocating for policies or provisions to improve equity within policies. Examples include changing land use or zoning policies, enforcing equal opportunity and housing policies, or assisting with interactions with the criminal justice system.




Examples of Potential Topics of 
Interest in Early Childhood

Will Continue to Work On Examples Under Consideration
WIC Home visiting

CACFP The role of fathers in early childhood nutrition
Family, Friend, and Neighbor Care Universal Pre-K

Licensing and QRIS Medicaid and CHIP

CCDBG Paid family leave

Food and beverage marketing to young 
children

Breastfeeding and complementary feeding 
supports

Toxic Stress/ACEs TANF/EITC/CTC

Healthy beverages in early childhood/water 
access 

Baby friendly hospitals/infant formula 
marketing
Links between WIC and clinical settings

Maternal mental health

Farm to Preschool

Given this list, what are the most timely topics? 

Are there really important topics not listed here?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasize that this is not an exhaustive list and the list is still evolving 
Topics to ask more specifically about: FFN care, paid leave, Medicaid/CHIP/ACA, minimum wage




Discussion Questions 

– Given all of the organizations and funders that work in the 
P-5 space, what do you see as HER’s unique contribution to 
this space?

– Are there federal programs or federal funding mechanisms 
that are important to the P-5 age group that we have left out 
from our list? 



Discussion Questions Cont. 

– What are the big gaps with regards to HER’s priority 
populations such as Asian Pacific Islanders and American 
Indian children and families? 

– Along these same lines, are there policies or programs within 
the P-5 space that are particularly important or effective in 
rural populations? 



Discussion Questions Cont. 

– What are some examples of PSE strategies that could be 
pursued in the home environment (ex: HV programs)?

– What types of studies related to ROI are needed in the P-5 
space? Are there particular policies or programs where this 
data would be particularly useful?



Discussion Questions Cont. 

– Given the political environment, it will likely be increasingly 
important to focus on state and local policies – are there 
particular approaches or unique opportunities at the state and 
local level for P-5 policies or programs? 

– Should we focus more on protecting improvements we have 
made in specific programs and documenting the negative 
impact of rolling these improvements back or should we be 
working on building evidence for future initiatives at the state 
and local level?



Do you have specific examples of topics or 
questions that fit into this kind of framework from 
projects that either your organization or partner 

organizations are doing? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not sure if this question fits better here or before slide 12 – let me know what you think. 
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