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The USDA 

estimates that 

more than 29 

million Americans 

live in low-income 

areas without 

access to a 

supermarket for 

more than a mile.

Source: Bridging the Gap, Income Disparities in Street Features that 
Encourage Walking, 2012



Accessing healthy food is a challenge for 

many Americans

Particularly in low-income 
neighborhoods, 
communities of color, and 
rural areas.

http://thefoodtrust.org/uploads/media_items/access-to-healthy-food.original.pdf

http://thefoodtrust.org/uploads/media_items/grocerygap.original.pdf

http://thefoodtrust.org/uploads/media_items/access-to-healthy-food.original.pdf
http://thefoodtrust.org/uploads/media_items/grocerygap.original.pdf
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The Food Trust – Background on 
Healthy Food Financing 

The Food Trust – Background 
on Healthy Food Financing 



The Food Trust

Philadelphia: Areas of Greatest Need 



Cross-Sector Engagement



Common Barriers to Entry Identified 
by Grocers

• Land
• Financing
• Policy & regulatory 

barriers
• Development 

Process
• Perception
• Safety
• Workforce needs
• Distribution



Pennsylvania 
Success Story

• 88 projects statewide

• 5,000 Jobs

• 400,000 people with 
improved food access

• $190 million in total 
project investment

Healthy Food Financing:
Improves Health, Creates Jobs

Fresh Grocer opens at Progress Plaza in North Philadelphia,
December 2009



The Food Trust

Philadelphia: FFFI Funded Projects 



Key Features of a Healthy Food 
Financing Program

• Business financing programs 

• Grants and loans for new and expanded 
grocery and other healthy food retailers 

• Targets LMI and underserved communities

• Administered as a Public Private 
Partnership, including a CDFI and an FAO.
– CDFI leverages public investment.

• Funded with federal, state, local, and 
philanthropic dollars

• Flexible program design





www.healthyfoodaccess.org

*Funded through  the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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THANK YOU!

mailto:charries@thefoodtrust.org
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