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• Founded at the Univ. of Arkansas School of Law in 2013 by:
• Dean Stacy Leeds; and
• Founding Director Janie Simms Hipp

• Mission
• Enhance health and wellness in tribal communities by 

advancing healthy food systems, diversified economic 
development, and cultural food traditions in Indian Country.

• Our Work
• We provide strategic legal analysis, policy research, and 

educational resources to empower Indian Country through food 
sovereignty, agriculture, 
and economic development.

Putting Tribal Sovereignty in Food Sovereignty



Native Farm Bill Coalition
Membership

N a t i v e  F a r m  B i l l  C o a l i t i o n

Over 170 Tribes represented
◦ 79 Native Nations passed resolutions/sent letters of support
◦ 15 Intertribal/Native Orgs and Tribal Authorities/Businesses: 

◦ Ally Organizations
◦ MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
◦ National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

◦ Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians
◦ All Pueblo Council of Governors
◦ American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association 

(AIANTA)
◦ First Nations Development Institute
◦ Four Bands Community Fund CDFI
◦ Ho-Chunk, Inc. 
◦ Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative (research 

partner)

◦ Intertribal Agriculture Council
◦ National Association of Food Distribution Programs on 

Indian Reservations
◦ National Congress of American Indians
◦ National Indian Education Association
◦ National Indian Health Board
◦ Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
◦ Salish and Kootenai Housing Authority
◦ United South and Eastern Tribes SPF



N a t i v e  F a r m  B i l l  C o a l i t i o n

62% 41% 14% 11% 9%

Tribal Parity
Provisions

Access to Funding
Provisions

Training & 
Infrastructure 

Provisions

Technical 
Assistance & 

Outreach Provisions

Traditional & 
Native Produced 
Food Provisions

39 27 9 7 6

63 Tribal-Specific Provisions

*Some tribal provisions may fall under multiple categories















TitleCOVID-19 Impacts on FDPIR

•Data and Concerns from the National Association of FDPIR
•Avg. 15% increase in new participants [over 50% at some sites] 
•Food “Take Rate” rising at ITO sites, leaves less food in stock at sites
•Supply chain inventory and ordering issues from national warehouses, and produce suppliers in 
some areas
•Lack of existing infrastructure to handle new participants and food storage space for additional 
food needed to serve new participants
•USDA Foods Disaster Assistance: tribes are eligible, but this requires additional support to 
increase warehouse inventory



COVID-19 Impacts on 
FDPIR and Indian Country

N a t i v e  F a r m  B i l l  C o a l i t i o n

Data and Concerns from the National Association of FDPIR
◦ Avg. 15% increase in new participants [over 50% at some sites] 

◦ Food “Take Rate” rising at ITO sites, leaves less food in stock at sites

◦ Supply chain inventory and ordering issues from national warehouses, 
and produce suppliers in some areas

◦ Lack of existing infrastructure to handle new participants and food 
storage space for additional food needed to serve new participants

◦ USDA Foods Disaster Assistance: tribes are eligible, but this requires 
additional support to increase warehouse inventory



Current Legislative and Policy 
Response to COVID-19

N a t i v e  F a r m  B i l l  C o a l i t i o n

Implementing the CARES Act – H.R. 748
◦ $100 million for FDPIR
◦ $50 million for infrastructure – already starting to be distributed 

◦ $50 million for additional – plan just developed 

◦ USDA’s Farmers to Families Food Box Program – FDPIR Impacts
◦ Increased Tribal inclusion in the next round?

◦ 638 FDPIR Tribal Consultations
◦ Pilot will begin in the Fall

◦ Increase the number of potential programs

◦ Improve the ability for Tribes to make procurement determinations



Legislative and Policy Response 
to COVID-19 So Far . . . .

N a t i v e  F a r m  B i l l  C o a l i t i o n

Potential Policies in a C4?
◦ Local procurement for FDPIR Programs

◦ Waiver dual use prohibition for SNAP/FDPIR

◦ Increase SNAP

◦ Tribal inclusion in TEFAP
◦ Extend time for Tribes and States for the Corona Virus Relief Fund to make food 

sovereignty investments

◦ Credit/debt relief for food producers
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