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 Collaborative research network focusing on the effectiveness of policies that improve 
nutrition and prevent obesity

 Funded by the CDC’s Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity (DNPAO) and led by 
a coordinating center based at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF)

Members include:
• Policy researchers and evaluators
• Practitioners, professional organizations, non-profits, and government agencies
• We encourage early career and junior faculty to join for networking, collaboration, and 

professional development opportunities

NOPREN – WHAT IS IT?
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NOPREN COORDINATING CENTER - UCSF

Hilary Seligman, MD, MAS
NOPREN Director
Professor of Medicine, UCSF
Hilary.Seligman@ucsf.edu

Melissa Akers, MPH, CPH
NOPREN Manager
Melissa.akers@ucsf.edu

Ronli Levi, MPH, RD
NOPREN Coordinator
Ronli.levi@ucsf.edu
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NOPREN COORDINATING CENTER - FUNCTIONS

The Coordinating Center serves as NOPREN’s administrative home, 
acting as a liaison between the CDC and network members. The 
Center:

• Provides strategic direction for the network
• Facilitates collaboration among members
• Supports each of the work groups
• Hosts monthly state-of-the-science webinars
• Manages the member listserv and website
• Send e-newsletters



Drinking WaterEarly Childhood

Food Policy 
Councils

Rural Food 
Access

Food Service 
Guidelines

WORK GROUPS

School Wellness

Food Security

Healthy Food Retail

COVID-19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See my comment in the next slide



WORK GROUPS

Work groups are a core part of NOPREN. Members collaborate on policy-relevant topics 
and conduct action-oriented research translation to inform policy and create impact. 
Examples of NOPREN work group activities include:

• Publishing editorials and original research
• Providing thought leadership and content expertise
• Developing measures and tools
• Creating and disseminating policy briefs

Work groups meetings typically occur monthly and are a combination of expert-led 
information sharing and project-specific activities. 

Work groups are open to all interested members and your level of engagement is up to 
you.



WORK GROUP PRODUCTS: EXAMPLES



https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2005638

WORK GROUP PRODUCTS: EXAMPLES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example of initial commentaries that were helpful to draw attention to the food insecurity implications of school closures and help identify key translation needs, along with short and long term knowledge gaps and opportunities 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2005638


Want to learn more about NOPREN 
or join the network? 

Visit www.nopren.ucsf.edu  
or contact NOPREN@ucsf.edu 
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